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COMMUNICATION 

The European Patent Office herewith transmits as an enclosure the European search report {under R. 44 
or R. 45 EPC) for the above-mentioned European patent application. 

ff applicable, copies of the documents cited In the European search report are attached. 

■gj" Additional set(s) of copies of the documents cited in the European search report Is (sire) enclosed 
as well, 

The following specifications given by the applicant have been approved by the Search Division : 
gff Abstract 0 Title 

□ The abstract was modified by the Search Division and the definitive text is attached to this 
communication. 



The following figure will be published together with the abstract : 1 



Refund of search fee 

if applicable under Article 10 Rules relating to tees, a separate communication from the Receiving Section 
on the reiund of the search fee will be sent iater. 
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* figures 1,2 * 

US 4 239 040 A (H0S0YA TAKESHI ET AL) 
16 December 1980 (1980-12-16) 

* figures 4-6; examples 2,3 * 

DE 33 39 323 A (BUSCH ULRICH) 
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* abstract; claims 1-3 * 

US 5 167 626 A (CASPER R08ERT A ET AL) 
1 December 1992 (1992-12-01) 

* the whole document * 
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* abstract * 
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CLAIMS INCURRING FEES 



The present European patent application comprised at the time of tiling more than ten claims. 

□ Onlv part of the claims have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present European search 
report has been drawn up for the first ten claims and for those claims for which claims fees have 
beer) paid, namely claim(s): 



□ No claims fees have been paid within the prescribed time limit. The present turopean search report has 
been drawn up for the first ten claims. 



LACK OF UNITY OF INVENTION 



The Search Division considers thai the present European, patent application does not com p!y with the 
s&qui>sments of unity ci invention and relates to several Inventions or groups of inventions, name!/: 



see sheet 8 



Wl Alf further search fees have been paid within the fixed lime limit. The present European search report has 
1 — 1 been drawn up for ail claims. 



□ As all searchable claims couid be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, the Search Division 
did not invite payment of any additional fee. 



□ Only part of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time limit. The present European 
search report has been drawn up forthase parts of the European patent application which relate to the 
inventions in respect oi which search tees have been paid, namely claims: 



□ None of the further search fees have been paid within the fixed time ism it The preseni European search 
report has been drawn up for those parts of the European patent application which relate to the invention 
first mentioned in the claims, namely claims: 
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Tfta Search Division considers tf?at line present European patent application does not comply with trie 
requirements of unity of invention end relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. claims: l~6,55(part1y),56(partly),68(partly),69(partly) 

Ingestlble device according to claim 1 defining a specific 

placement, of the colled wire in the device. 

Ingestlble device according to claim 3 defining a specific 

core. 

I.e. ingestlble devices with a specific type of receiver of 
electromagnetic radiation. 



2. claims: 7-29,70-95 

Apparatus for transmitting electromagnetic radiation to 
power an ingestlble device according to claim 7 supporting a 
transmitter coll on opposite sides of the abdomen of an 
animal , 

i.e. not an Ingestlble device, but a device for powering 
(any) ingestible device (having a receiver of 
electromagnetic radiation), a method of operating an 
ingestlble device according to claim 26, the method 
comprising the steps of generating an axial oscillating 
magnetic field and directing said field at the device (the 
device as such not forming part of the scope of protection 
and the technical features of the device not being limiting 
on the method steps) and a method of operating an ingestlble 
device according to claims 91, 92 and 93, the method 
comprising the steps of causing a receiver of the device to 
detect electromagnetic radiation thereby causing expulsion 
of a substance 1n the device by expansion of a spring in the 
device (the device as such not forming part of the scope of 
protection and the technical features of the device not 
being limiting on the method steps). 



3. claims; 30-35, 60-67, 68(partly 5 ,69( partly) 

Ingestible device according to claims 30 and 60 wherein a 
restraint (thread 51) is operable to limit operation of the 
actuator mechanism (spring 50), the restraint also being 
operable to switch to activate transmission of a signal 
Indicative of operation of the device. 
I.e. ingestible devices having a specific restraint / 
switching mechanism. 



4. claims; 36-54,55(partly) > 56(partly),57~59,68(partly},69(partly) 
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Application 



The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



Ingest ible device according to claim 36 wherein the spring 
in its uncompressed state has a minimum helical angle of 15 
decrees . 

Ingestible device according to claim 39 wherein the spring 
includes a pair of wires each coiled in loops to define a 
pair of hollow cylinder-like shapes. 

Ingest ib i e device according to claim 47 wherein the spring 

comprises a stack of res 11 lent ly deformable discs. 

I.e. ingest ible devices having a specific type of spring. 
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